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A brsfrict

SAARC is the Beghomal ,,,.-,q-!;,-,-,-,rn:.mt.”m,' arganizatian it p:srnﬁ:hﬂr'a.l’ urdor of watiovd 18
Conth Axia. its member statex include Afghanizian, Hangladesh, Bhwan, India, Nepal, .'I.-ﬂ:;.l'r.l'm-.r_
Puivtan cond Shri Lanka, Jeitics, the fargrest economy aniel i moSt POUIGUS COURETY R phie Fegion fl'l!i'flr.'.l'.
ic an idealist ay well as realist in ity ongoing cfjferts o revitalize the SAARC ax the F”f"-’m'""f"”e'r”r""""' of
repional cooperation and infegration. For the India Story can't be delinked from the stafe Gf $OUA Asid,
iy choices and it conflices and its surging hopes i aspirafions. Twenfy-ning yedars after its founding
and in the run wp to the 0% aaversary in 20105, 1t time for S4AARC to bridge the gap berween ET“'”‘::"L
sonmdling declovarions and concrefe aclion That can make South Asia a porent and effectie player in (e

region and the world af large
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Introduction
SAARC was established in December 1985 dunng the first SAARC summit that was

held in Dhaka. ARer gai"ing iuljl:perbliﬁ:ﬂcc from the British rule, India Edﬂp’[Ed the Flﬂlill:}' of
NSR o National Self Reliance and next formed SAARC along with 7 other member nation of
South Asta mamely: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan and
Shri Lanka. Which continue to be its members tll date.

India is one of the founding member nations of SAARC, or the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, and is the home of two regional centars within the organization, the
SAARC Documentation Centre and the SAARC Disaster Management Centre. India holds a
permanent seat on the SAARC Board of Directors, and Indian representatives have twice
served as secretary general of the organization.

India succeeded in building excellent trade relations and cordial relations on social, political
angd economic front with the SAARC countnies.

According to the International Democracy Watch, SAARC was founded by India and 7 other
Southeast Astan nations in 1985, The organization was created to promote understanding and
cooperation in a variety of fields between countries in the region. India has been a member of
SAARC consistently since the organization’s beginnings, and Indian representutives were
heavily involved in drafting the charicr that all the nations eventually signed.

India also frequently plays host 1o SAARC committee members when they meet for
organizational summits. For example, the 1986 summit, in which the duties of the SAARC
socretariat were revised and expanded, was held in Bangalore, India. In 2007, the 14" SAARC
summit was held in Delhi, Indis. This summit was notable becanse it marked the first time &
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fnew coumry was invited o become a member of SAARC when representatives
Alghanistan signed the charter

SAARC 's prime objectives include: promaoting the welfare of the people of
Asta, accelerating the Economic growth, soclal progress; providing dignified livelibood 1o ..
ndividuals and on n larger scale promoting the sell-reliance amongst the South Asian nati
and building trust and appreciation for other countries' problem.
History:

It was back in 1980 when the concept of regional polineal and economic cooperition
in South Asin was first thou ght of and fired the public imagination. Even before that, the idea
was discussed in three major conferences: Asian Relations Conference (New Delhi), Baguio
Conference (Philippines) and Colombo Powers Conference (Sn Lanka), which were held
between 1947 and 1954, Ex-president of Bangladesh, Ziaur Rahman was the one who i.l
formal proposal on May 2, 1980. The first SAARC summit was held in Dhalka on 8 December

1985, when the orgamizafion was estoblished. Afghanistan is the only new inclusion that
happened since SAARC was established.
Objectives

Main Object of the Research is
To study the role of India in South Asian Assoctation for Regional Cooperation.
To promote the welfare of the peoples of south Asia and to mprove their quality of tifie
To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region and 1o
provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potential,
To contribute to mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one another’s problem;
To promote and strengthen collective sel-fre-liance among the countries of south Asia;
To promote active collaboration and mutusl assistance in the ecomomic, social, eultural
technical and seientific ficlds;
To strengthen cooperation with other developing countries:
To strengthen cooperation among themselves in international forums of matters of COmImon
nterests; and
To cooperate with international and regional Organizations with similar sims and purposes,
Collateral / Secondary object of the Research is
To know about the SAARC, its member countries.
Research Methodology
Sources of Data Collection
Data collection plays an importamt role in research work. Withowt proper dan
available for analysis you cannot do the research work accurately. The whole research hus
done on the secondary data.
Secondary data collection technigues
Study of vanous Journals, Notes & reference books.
Study of web links.
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Unfortanately, the value of Indin's frade with all the other SAARC memben, pul
rogether, % besy than a third of its total trade wifh jun China PM Modi SRR o
mm‘rh’fl.ﬂ cooperation can muterialire only whien thete @& mitual brust anid willingness STORY
member countrics o resolve and overcome hilateral differences and upprehensions for the
greater good of their awn people

The PM plans to forge stronger sconormic cooperation and increase mitra-South Asian
trade by removing botilenecks. He b also likely 1o focus on ymproving snd expanding
connectivity in the region thit would lemd to betler sconormie partnersinp He has alo
emphasized on energy cooperition, on the lines of power generation and trade with Bliutan and
Niepal. He plans 6 et up a SAARC Bank, on the lnes of the BRICS Bank, to take forward his
Sonth Agm mmitmtoee,

India bas a major responsibility in this respect on account of several factars. The most
imporant factor is that India is the only country, which shares borders with all the SAARC
countnes, bamng Maldives and Afghanistan, The implication of this geographical reality s
that India has 1o facilitate the establishment of strong economical linkage with the nerghboring
countries. More importantly, India should take initiatives 1o solve difficulties, which the
parmer countries have been experiencing in trade with India on matters relating transit

Currently, India runs a huge $ 15 billion trade surplus with other SAARC countries,
with Exports worth § 17.5 billion and imports of just $2.5 billion. The idea is 1o correct this
skewed figare in o way so that Indian businesses can source more from other SAARC
countnes and build better value chains. For this, India has 1o invest more in the region by
tai:i_ngtdvnntagt of the arbitrage in wage and electricity rates. From Maldives in the south of
Mm?Ehn@thMEv:mi SAARC countries are keen to seck Indian investment and
mwcquma. It 1s estimated that 5350f intra-regional trade potentinl in South Asia remains

- Bhutan i;?u:m mfa.udilndiau investments in four to five sectors, including power,
mmmummdmdmny-mthcmmmwillbeupmﬁgfmmmﬂnm
m:g:mﬂ:: private sectors companics to consider. In Maldives, Indian investors can look
mmmmmdﬁhﬂiw[ﬁffmﬂu Indian the $1 billion bevel in the next
Eknrlj’mt-.ﬁumﬂﬁmm level of about $200 million. '
Muﬁﬁnmhﬂthbelfﬁg'}rﬂmﬁt hwﬁﬁwiﬂlhﬂm
. Since the formation ﬂfﬂﬁ_ﬂ:ﬁh 1985 m.imﬁpfwmgmm

mereased substantially SAARC was established with the objective of improving with
other regions of the world during the recent ing b
e s e Wmﬂmmdmﬂmwmmm
# sense of necelerating regional economic development and they advocate
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*.'”“ .i“ﬂfumgimmm‘? ‘ “‘ﬁ mit ol not just goods, but through the
liberalization of services and the free mvm’&n?ﬁrlﬂnfullwlfl.

[n:d.ul 5 dlﬂ]ﬂ:ﬂf:ﬂ and military rivalry with Pakistan s believed to be the couse of ineffectivencss
of SAARC in integrating South Asian countries. I Indo-Pak relations improve, many SAARC
nations conld hﬂ:ﬂ‘-"ﬁl from it by impeoved trade relations and creation of better exporn markets
SAARC has failed I:.l.:r work towards regional co-operation mainly because India has been
reluctant to solve major regional disputes which have given rise to economic and problems in
south Asia

Since India has an unbeatsble economie, military strength and international influence

compared to all T members of SAARC the disparity ol power brings in the reluctance from
smaller states to work with India. They have fear of dominance from India if they co-operate

order to facilitate faster economie growth.

Conclusion
SAARC is the Regional intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of

nations in South Asia Tts member states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhwtan, India,
Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan and Shri Lanka India Indis has been an active member of the
SAARC and aims fostering better mutual understanding by supporting people-to-people
initiatives. India offers a great source of potential investment in terms of trade and commerce
as it is the sole SAARC member to be sharing borders with all 7 members via land or sea. All
eight members of SAARC led by India can draw up & common plan to eliminate poverty from

the region and make South Asia & global power.
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